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INTERVIEW QUESTIONS
Name 
Institution






1. Have you directly or indirectly experienced an incident of gun violence that you would like to share?
Yes.  I have once been involved directly in a gun violence incidence where armed robbers shot me on my left arm. 
2.   How do you think the experience has impacted your personal life?	
[bookmark: _GoBack]This experience left me traumatised.  Besides experiencing physical pain, which took close to three months to heal fully, the incidence has also subjected me to intense emotional and psychological trauma.  I have lived in deep fear that another such awful incidence may happen again.  By living in constant fear, my performance in high school was affected.   And even now as an adult, my perception of people has changed and usually, I do not trust anyone for fear that they may be in possession of a gun. 
3. How do you feel about living in a community with a higher rate of gun violence?
By living in a community with a higher rate of gun violence I will feel unsafe.  Since I know the experience gun violence can inflict on the victims, I will live in constant fear in such a community because gun violence can occur at any moment.  
4.  Do you think residents of this county may have developed differences based on gun violence?
Yes, I believe because of rampant gun violence in the county, residents have developed differences especially on the best measures to be used on how to regulate gun ownership among some residents.  Besides, most residents have differed on which areas high incidence rates of gun violence are likely to occur. Whereas some suggest that it occurs mostly in major cities, others believe it is widely spread and can also occur in our small towns, suburbs and rural areas. 
5.  From an ethical perspective, how do you differentiate between gun manufacturing and gun distribution?
Gun manufacturing involves the process of mass production of guns by licensed gun manufacturing industries with the intention of right use in mind. The major goal of gun manufacturing industries is to make effective weapons that can help the right users to enhance their protection. On the hand another hand, gun distribution is the process where guns are distributed from gun manufacturers to consumers, who may not be necessarily entitled to buy or own the guns. 
6. How do you differentiate between gun ownership and gun violence?
Gun ownership is the right conferred to any individual deemed fit to own a gun by the state or federal security agency. It is meant for protection against any potentially harmful aggression that can endanger an individual life.  On the other hand, gun violence is the use of guns to cause intentional chaos either by threatening an individual/ groups of people with a gun or shooting directly to cause injuries or death of the victims. 
7.  Gun-ownership is a widespread phenomenon across U.S.A, why do you think certain neighborhoods may be perceived as “hotbed of gun violence,” while others are not?
I think the main reason why specific neighborhoods are prone to violence compared to others is due to the nature of population demographics.  Neighborhoods with diverse racial and ethnic backgrounds will likely experience higher incidence rate of gun violence than those with almost similar backgrounds. This is because of increased suspicion among residents owing to less association and interaction among them that will likely breed conflicts that ultimately leads to gun violence. 
8. Do you think existing gun laws are effective to control gun violence in your county?
I think the existing gun laws are not effective in the control and prevention of rampant gun violence witnessed in the county.  As widely known most of the guns used to commit crimes are legally acquired by the killers.  This indicates there are poor laws that govern gun buying and ownership in the county. Therefore if tougher gun laws are put in place guns landing in the hands of potential criminals will be minimized.  Implementing thorough background checks will prevent seriously mentally ill people and domestic abusers from acquiring guns.  
9. What approach or steps do you think your County officials may engage upon to reduce the presence of gun violence in your community?
I think the county officials should first put in place stringent measures to prevent the acquisition of guns by people at risk of committing a crime (mentally ill persons, criminals, and domestic abusers). Secondly, the officials should organize public awareness campaigns to sensitize people on how to resolve conflicts.  Particularly, young people and those abusing drugs should be targeted. 
10. How do you think individuals can contribute towards reducing gun violence?
Individuals may play an important role towards the reduction of gun violence in the country. For instance, individuals should support the effort put in place to pass ‘extreme risk protection orders’ by the state and the federal governments. Every individual should be vigilant and learn how to identify when someone is at risk of committing a crime. Individuals should respond immediately if at-risk behaviors are identified.



